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Introduction

A
t A

bstracta, w
e know

 that sound 
m

atters. W
e’re in the business to design 

soundscapes that prom
ote creativity, 

perform
ance, job satisfaction, and 

ultim
ately w

ell-being. 

This year, w
e proudly present tw

o 
innovations m

indfully designed to im
prove 

the soundscape. W
e’re also introducing a 

w
hole new

 w
ay to experience our products: 

a 1000 m
2 virtual reality soundscape.  

A
bstracta’s aim

 to prom
ote w

ell-being 
requires a responsible attitude tow

ards the 
environm

ent. This year, w
e’re increasing 

our eff
orts for a sustainable furniture 

production.

1. C
om

bo D
eluxe

2. Trum
pet

3. dB Pillar

The W
orld H

ealth O
rganization (W

H
O

) has classified noise as one of the m
ajor risks to health and w

ell-being in 
W

estern Europe – only air-pollution is a greater risk to health. Environm
ental noise im

pairs our cognitive perform
ance, 

it also causes tinnitus, sleep disturbance, annoyance and has cardiovascular and m
etabolic eff

ects. 

N
ew

s 
2020
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dB Pillar

W
ith his new

 product for A
bstracta, the price aw

arded 
Sw

edish designer Thom
as Bernstrand explores the 

potential of an essential elem
ent of architecture to 

add new
 value and function to a space: the pillar. 

Since antiquity, the pillar has been used as support 
for buildings but also as ornam

ent and m
onum

ent. 
Thom

as Bernstrand’s version of the pillar m
akes a 

playful reference to the latter use: It is possible to put 
a plant on top of it. But in all other respects, his pillar is 
diff

erent from
 the pillars and colum

ns w
e are used to.  

U
nlike other pillars, dB Pillar is m

obile. It is soft – and 
not only on the surface. dB Pillar is filled w

ith textile 
w

aste from
 A

bstracta’s factory. Thus, the product 
supports A

bstracta’s long-term
 vision of a circular 

production process. 

dB Pillar w
orks w

onders for the soundscape. In 
com

bination w
ith the m

aterial, the design of the 
product gives it unique acoustic features. It radically 
reduces the levels of low

 frequency noise, that m
ost 

products fail to deal w
ith. It’s not an overstatem

ent to 
say that dB Pillar is a gam

e-changer in its segm
ent. 

dB Pillar includes tables, stools, and pillars in various 
heights. Several pillars w

ith diff
erent additional features 

are available: pillars w
ith w

hiteboard, w
ith support for 

clim
bing plants, w

ith m
agazine holders, w

ith flow
er 

pots, and w
ith coat hangers. The products are available 

in a w
ide selection of fabrics and colours. The tables 

have pow
er outlets for phones and laptops.

dB Pillar
D

esign: Thom
as Bernstrand

A
 gam

e-changer in the field of 
acoustic furniture     

dB Pillar show
s that textile w

aste 
isn’t trash, but a valuable resource.  

dB Pillar

A
bsorption    
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dB Pillar
dB Pillar

dB Pillar radically reduces the levels 
of low

 frequency noise, that m
ost 

products fail to deal w
ith.



If you’re in the business for the sake of hum
an 

w
ell-being, then you cannot ignore the w

ell-
being of future generations. U

ltim
ately, to 

create better soundscapes is a m
ission that 

requires responsibility and careful attention to 
the environm

ental im
pact of our business. 

A
bstracta uses only high-quality m

aterials that 
ensure that the products last a long tim

e. A
ll 

products are produced to be easy to repair, 
easy to reuse, and easy to recycle. 

W
ell-being and 

sustainability goes 
hand in hand

Sustainability
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Sustainability

”O
ur long-term

 goal is to shift to a circular econom
y, 

w
here w

e use only pure and recycled m
aterials for our 

products, and that all the products them
selves are 

recyclable. W
e’re not there yet, but w

e’ve already com
e 

a good w
ay. A

n exam
ple is the new

 dB Pillar, w
ith textile 

w
aste from

 our ow
n factory as acoustic filling. A

nother 
is Sahara, an acoustic screen m

ade of excess m
aterials 

from
 w

ine cork production”, says Erik G
raesén, product 

m
anager at A

bstracta. ”W
e use Ellen M

acA
rthur 

Foundation’s C
ircularity Indicator to m

easure how
 w

ell 
our products are doing.” 

A
bstracta uses as few

 diff
erent parts as possible for 

the products. ”Essentially, the products are m
odule-

based”, explains Erik G
raesén. ”This m

akes it easy to 
repair the products and to take them

 apart for re-use 
or recycling.” 

In 2020, A
bstracta introduces a recycling service for 

its custom
ers. The com

pany starts to collect w
orn-out 

products to prevent them
 from

 being throw
n aw

ay as 
w

aste. ”It feels good to do the right thing and to take 
responsibility for the w

hole life-cycle of our products”, 
says Erik G

raesén. 

The sound absorbing filling A
bstracta uses for its 

products is m
ade by 100 %

 recycled m
aterials – textile 

w
aste and polyester m

ade from
 PET plastic bottles. The 

polyester com
es from

 a recycled resource, but still it is 
m

ade of plastic. ”I’d love to replace the polyester w
ith a 

natural m
aterial soon. W

e’re part of a thrilling research 
project that explores how

 cellulose-based m
aterials 

can be used as acoustic filling. To use a m
aterial from

 
Sw

edish forests as filling w
ould be great.”
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A
bstracta today

N
early all the w

ood w
e use com

e from
 

docum
ented sustainable sources. 

O
ur aim

 is to use recycled w
ood 

for our w
ood com

ponents.

W
e use acoustic filling m

ade from
 recycled 

m
aterials like textile w

aste and plastic bottles.

W
e favour local suppliers.

Textiles produced in Sw
eden and Europe. 

 
100

%
 renew

able energy 
for heating and electricity.

M
odule-based products that 

are easy to repair and recycle.

Transport partners w
ith Euro 5 

and Euro 6 vehicles. 

Since 2019, all our new
 com

pany cars 
are either electric or hybrid electric. 

 

A
bstracta 2030

100
%

 C
arbon-neutral

100
%

 C
ircular 

100
%

 FSC
-certified w

ood

100
%

 M
öbelfakta certified products

A
bstracta supports the U

N
 Sustainable 

D
evelopm

ent G
oals. W

e focus on the five 
goals to w

hich w
e can contribute m

ost. 

Sustainability
Sustainability
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Trum
pet

Trum
pet

Trum
pet

D
esign: Stone D

esigns

”It is not an acoustic panel w
ith LED

 lighting. It’s a 
lam

p w
ith acoustic properties”, states C

utu M
azuelos, 

w
ho designed Trum

pet for A
bstracta together 

w
ith Eva Prego. The diff

erence is im
portant for the 

designers w
ho aim

s to contribute not only w
ith 

acoustic function but also w
ith a tem

peram
ent that 

enriches everyday life.   

C
utu M

azuelos and Eva Prego founded their studio 
Stone D

esigns in M
adrid 25 years ago, right after 

graduating from
 U

niversity. But their m
ajor influence 

is not from
 Southern Europe, but from

 Japan, w
here 

they also have a studio, and from
 Scandinavia. 

Like m
any of their w

orks, Trum
pet is characterized 

by sim
plicity and a careful attention to the detail, 

w
hich becom

e obvious w
hen you have a close look. 

H
ere, the designers use the iconic shape of the m

usic 
instrum

ent to both direct the light and to m
ake a subtle 

connection to the space below
 the lam

p.

Trum
pet is rem

arkably thin, w
hich gives the product 

a certain elegance. Yet, it m
akes a huge diff

erence 
w

hen it com
es to noise. The precursor of Trum

pet w
as 

designed for a dining room
 in an A

ndorra ski-resort, 
w

hich on an average day w
as filled w

ith 400 energetic 
kids w

ith ski boots.

Trum
pet com

es in tw
o standard sizes (1040x515x80 

m
m

 and 2040x515x80 m
m

) but can be delivered in 
custom

ized sizes. It is available in a w
ide selection of 

fabrics and colours. 
A

bsorption    

M
ake silence and light   
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Trum
pet

Trum
pet

Trum
pet functions as an 

inverted trum
pet – instead of 

m
aking noise it soaks it up. 
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V
irtual R

eality

A
bstracta opens a w

hole new
 virtual reality 

exhibition space. It is a 1000 m
2 palace 

surrounded by friendly sum
m

ertim
e clouds.

W
elcom

e to A
bstracta’s 

V
R

 exhibition space  

The virtual reality exhibition space is developed in 
collaboration w

ith the Stockholm
-based architect 

studio M
ER

. It is designed to give the view
er a 

tactile sense of the products as w
ell as an enhanced 

experience of the soundscape they establish. O
ne 

of the aim
s is to increase the interaction betw

een 
sight and hearing, w

hich is essential for A
bstracta, a 

com
pany com

m
itted to create better soundscapes. 

Tw
o other aim

s are inclusion and sustainability. ”O
ur 

am
bition is m

ake our products accessible to all. N
ow

 
everyone, no m

atter w
here they live or w

ork, can have 

a great experience of our products. You don’t have to 
travel to a fair or to one of our physical show

room
s to be 

introduced to our new
s or to get a proper idea of w

hat 
A

bstracta can do for w
ell-being at w

ork. It’s all about 
inclusion and sustainability”, says m

arketing m
anager 

Å
sa van D

rum
pt. 

The exhibition space has six diff
erent room

s w
here 

A
bstracta’s furniture is show

cased, am
ong them

 a 
sound laboratory and a beautiful terrace garden w

here 
the sun alw

ays shines. 

15

V
irtual R

eality
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V
irtual R

eality
V

irtual R
eality

”O
ur am

bition is to m
ake our 

products accessible to all. N
ow

 
everyone, no m

atter w
here they 

live or w
ork, can have a great 

experience of our products.” 
Å

sa van D
rum

pt, m
arketing m

anager
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C
om

bo D
eluxe

C
om

bo D
eluxe

C
om

bo D
eluxe

D
esign: Pia W

allén

In her new
 w

ork for A
bstracta, Pia W

allén has em
ployed 

subtle, yet radical, m
eans of redefining and expanding 

the role and significance of sound absorbers.

”I w
anted to enhance the bracket’s form

 and thereby 
transform

 otherw
ise purely functional sound-absorbing 

screens into aesthetic objects unto them
selves that 

add elegance through m
aterials like brass and stainless 

steel”, explains Pia W
allén.  

Pia W
allén’s practice exhibits a strong continuity. A

 love 
of craftsm

anship and a fascination w
ith traditional 

m
aterials and sym

bolism
 is evident in all her collections. 

Yet, there is also a passion to reinterpret – a desire to 
bend and tw

ist traditions to give them
 a new

 lease 
on life. W

ith C
om

bo D
eluxe, Pia W

allén’s interest in 
adornm

ent com
es to the fore. 

The stylised figures draw
 a clear connection to Pia 

W
allén’s previous w

orks. H
ere, how

ever, they have been 
m

agnified to assert them
selves in an interior space. In 

contrast to the screens’ w
arm

 and far m
ore restrained 

felt m
aterials, they feel like joyful cheers. 

W
ith C

om
bo D

eluxe, Pia W
allén and A

bstracta have 
deepened a collaboration that began in 2016 w

ith the 
success of C

om
bo C

ross. D
ue to its appearance at the 

10 X D
esign Stories exhibition held at Stockholm

’s re-
opened N

ationalm
useum

, C
om

bo D
eluxe has already 

received m
uch attention.

C
om

bo D
eluxe com

e in tw
o standard sizes 

(600x2000x10 m
m

 and 1000x2000x10 m
m

).  

A
bsorption    

A
 playful, tactile, and 

m
inim

alist m
arriage of beauty 

and pleasing acoustics.
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C
om

bo D
eluxe

C
om

bo D
eluxe

The stylised figures draw
 a clear 

connection to Pia W
allén’s previous 

w
orks. H

ere, how
ever, they 

have been m
agnified to assert 

them
selves in an interior space.



We create better 
soundscapes.

abstracta.se


